[image: image1.png]BTQ





[image: image2.jpg]






Register here to reserve your place

As ‘cloud computing’ moves from hype to reality, a range of cloud based services have developed, in theory providing solutions for every requirement and budget, offering benefits from reduced costs to much greater flexibility. But what is the reality?
Does ‘cloud’ offer real benefits for your business, and how can you harness these effectively ? What impact will cloud services have on your business, both now and in the longer term?

THE FORUM 
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This forum provides business users with the opportunity to hear about Cloud Computing, its technical and commercial architectures, service offerings, current providers and likely developments.
Our presenters will set out their views of Cloud technology and services; participants will then be invited to join the debate and help to formulate a view of the future landscape of services by means of panel Q&A and plenary discussion.  
This is an exceptional opportunity to hear experts from the Digital Communications and Digital Systems Knowledge Transfer Networks discuss new developments in ‘Cloud Computing’, share experiences with businesses already successfully using cloud services, quiz an expert panel and workshop with other business people. 
Come along and contribute, explore the advantages and drawbacks of using Cloud computing, share the do’s and don’ts and discuss how to make it really work for your business, and input to future developments.   
Whether user, provider or potential user of these emerging technologies and services,.  Voice your questions and opinions, and identify developments in cloud computing to meet the needs of your business.
The event will also give delegates the opportunity to air their concerns about Cloud and to discuss with one-another and the expert panel how these matters can be mitigated as well as how business can benefit from the economies of scale and new service concepts that Cloud can provide.

The information recorded from this event will be used to inform the industry debate on the technologies, architectures and industry structures needed to deliver future services.
Agenda
Chaired by Philip Hargrave, Director of the Digital Communications Knowledge Transfer Network
12:30-12:45
Registration

12:45-13:15
Lunch and networking

13:15-13:25
Welcome | Opening remarks from the Chair, | Philip Hargrave, CEO, Digital Communications  Knowledge Transfer Network
13:25-14:00
Keynote Address | “Towards the Cloud!” An overview of a Cloud – delivery and deployment, market dynamics, opportunities and challenges | Ian Osborne, Director of the Digital Systems Knowledge Transfer Network

14:00-14.30
Who’s Who in ‘Cloud’? | A review of existing and near-future Cloud service providers and the products that they offer | Simon Meacham, Chief Platform Architect, Cloud Services, BT 
14:30-14.55
Ten Step Cloud Homework Checklist | A quick look at the technical and non-technical stepping stones for cloud computing | Mahesha Pandit, Programme Manager – Scalable Computing, Digital Systems Knowledge Transfer Network
14:55-15:15
Refreshments

15:15-16:00
What can ‘Cloud’ do for me? | Case studies of the use of ‘Cloud’ | Rob Hamilton, CEO, Dynamic Edge  
16:00-16:50 
Panel session with the speakers | Moderator: Ian Osborne
16:50-17:00
Closing remarks from the Chair 

17:30

The event will be followed by a technical masterclass on cloud computing (separate registration required). Full details here. 

To reserve your place at the Forum click here


[image: image4.png]Knowledge
Transfer
Network




Philip Hargrave, DC KTN
Philip is the CEO and Network Director of the Digital Comm- unications Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN), established by the Technology Strategy Board to bring a competitive advantage to the UK by helping to drive innovation.  

Philip previously worked as Chief Scientist, Europe Middle East and Africa for Nortel, and is a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering.
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Ian Osborne, DS KTN
Ian Osborne is Director of the Digital Systems KTN, a Technology Strategy Board funded programme operated by Intellect, QinetiQ and National Physical Laboratory.  He also chairs the BCS Distributed and Scalable Computing Specialist Group,  and is VP of Enterprise for the Open Grid Forum and a Principal in the European FP7 Project, OGF-Europe.

Ian has worked in ICT since 1972, latterly with HP’s Corporate Research Laboratories in Bristol and Telecom Systems Business in Edinburgh.  
Mahesha Pandit, DS KTN
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As a programme manager, Mahesha Pandit is driving the scalable computing programme of Digital Systems KTN.  He has around 14 years of IT industry experience in automotive and aerospace domains, working at Infosys and Robert Bosch.  His interests include software architectures and software engineering.
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Simon Meacham is the Chief Architect of BT’s Cloud Service Platform, leading the development of Cloud Services for BT. Prior to joining BT this January, he had spent 15 years with Microsoft in Redmond, WA, where he was Technical Director for their Global Mission Critical Program focusing on building end to end IT Solutions for customers with complex SLAs under specific Commercial, Legal and Regulatory constraints.

Rob Hamilton, Dynamic Edge
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Rob is founder and Managing Director of Dynamic Edge Solutions.  
Rob has a wealth of experience of working in IT in the Oil & Gas industry.  In 2008 Rob saw that the biggest step-change in business IT was on the horizon – Cloud Computing.  After developing the business plan, Dynamic Edge was created in January 2009. 
 
He regularly presents at industry events and keynotes on Cloud Computing technology. 
BACKGROUND 

The history of computing has seen a number of large shifts in overall architecture, not the least of which was the general movement from the mainframe installations of the 60s and 70s to client-server systems based around the now ubiquitous PC.  This change saw terminals change from dumb ‘slaves’ to high-powered computing engines running, in the main, licensed versions of complex software packages.  This balance has been changing subtly over the last ten years as the Internet and business Intranets have developed to the point where data is increasingly stored in the server rather than the terminal and sharing and collaboration are becoming familiar concepts.  This change has perhaps been most marked in the consumer space where 73% of people now feel that broadband is as important a utility as electricity or water and remote storage of photographs and email as well as social networking are now common place.
Businesses are now seeing value in migration back to the use of relatively dumb terminals but there is a difference at the ‘back-end’.  Increasingly data storage and processing are no longer carried out in computers or computer-centres owned by a business but in centres provided by managed service providers
.
In such centres economies of scale are produced by ‘virtualising’ processing power and storage in such a way that an individual’s or a business processing capability may be mounted in infrastructure shared by others and even migrated across hardware boundaries invisibly to the user.  It is only a small step, then, to the concept of Cloud Computing, where data storage and processing power are procured flexibly on-demand from a service provider and the user may have no idea exactly where the facilities that he or she is using are situated.

Already a vocabulary is developing to describe Cloud services.  Providers distinguish between Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS), Platform as a Service (PaaS) and Software as a Service (SaaS) while network providers emphasize the importance of network connectivity and performance when utilizing remote services.  The concept of cheap computing power available on-tap is attractive yet concerns have been expressed about resilience, security, potential lock-in to providers, legal problems concerning location of data and many other aspects of Cloud Computing.
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Organised by the Digital Communications and the Digital Systems Knowledge Transfer Networks, 
in partnership with ScotlandIS
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